[Evaluation of thoracography for secondary pneumothorax in elderly people].
The thoracoscopic surgery for patient with pneumothorax has been considered to be safe and easy. In recent years, there is a growing number of secondary pneumothorax due to advanced pulmonary emphysema in elderly patients. To confirm the existence of adhesion and the site of air leakage are important prior to surgery. In our institution, thoracography was performed before surgery in 9 cases of emphysema and secondary pneumothorax over 60 years old patients. The mean age was 72.2 years old and all patients were male. Air leakage and its site could be identified in 6 cases by thoracography. In the remaining 3 cases, adhesion sites were identified. There were no complications in all cases. The operation time was 117 minutes, and blood loss was 9.9 ml in average. The mean postoperative drainage period was 1.6 days and total hospital stay was 5.9 days. We conclude that the thoracoscopic surgery can be performed more safely by obtaining information of thoracic cavity using thoracography before surgery.